***
In 1921 the idea to form a chair of ethnology and ethnography has been formed in the context of seeking for a proper candidate. It should be stressed that Bronisław Malinowski (18884 -1942) has been perceived at that time as one among various potential candidates. However, he did not accept such a proposal because of his plans to analyse important research materials gathered earlier at the Trobriand Islands, as well as some ideas to organise another research trip to this region. As a result, in November 1922 , Jan Stanisław Bystroń (born in 1894 , died in 1964 was invited to become Professor of Ethnology at the Jagiellonian University. However, it was not earlier than in 1925 when Bystroń finally became the professor of ethnology and ethnography at the university.
Five years later the chair of ethnology and ethnography was transformed, following Bystroń`s ideas, into the chair of ethnography and sociology. Therefore, Bystroń should be mentioned as a first sociologist working at the Jagiellonian University until 1934 when he moved to Warsaw University. However, he left the chair of ethnography and sociology at the Jagiellonian University in Kraków, which was distinguished among other academic scientific centres in Poland because of its specific area of scientific interests and studies. Such a peculiarity lies in the combination of sociology and ethnography with a singular stress on historical development and some connections to German, French and English traditions in terms of cultural studies.
In this context Kazimierz Dobrowolski (born in 1894, died in 1987) became a new Professor in the Chair of Ethnology and Sociology in 1935. What is important is that Dobrowolski developed not only the ethnological and sociological legacy established by Bystroń, but enriched the analysis with a historical perspective following the ideas of two distinguished historian: Stanisław Krzyżanowski and Franciszek Bujak. Therefore, on the one hand, sociology at the Jagiellonian University has evolved with its strong connection with an ethnographic perspective, while on the other hand, it has taken up a historical dimension. *** World War II disrupted the functioning of the Chair of Ethnography as well as all the activities of the Jagiellonian University. However, already in 1945 (the end of the War) Kazimierz Dobrowolski started to renew the processes of teaching and conducting research in ethnography and sociology. He immediately met with major difficulties since, under the Stalinist ideology dominating in Poland from late 1940s until mid-1950s, sociology was recognised as so-called "bourgeois science". The situation of ethnography had been a little better at that time since it had been recognised in a more "neutral" way, i.e. as a discipline focused mainly on traditional rural cultural patterns. However, as a result of de-Stalinization sociology after 1956 became once again a part of the university curriculum under the frame of Chair of General Ethnography and Sociology headed by Kazimierz Dobrowolski. Moreover, Dobrowolski organised the separate scientific unit; namely, the Chair of Sociology (again) and Demography headed by professor Paweł Rybicki. Both chairs became the backgrounds of the Institute of Sociology at the Jagiellonian University that has been established in 1970 1 . Basing on the ethnographic tradition rural studies became an important part of the research activities performed by persons working at the Institute of Sociology. One should notably mention some works by Kazimierz Dobrowolski that has been focused on the role of peasant culture in historical processes of change in Polish society 2 . The main theoretical message resulting from Dobrowolski`s considerations seems to lie in the assumption that to describe and understand the processes of social change we should take into considerations of all the dimensions of social life. Such a perspective has been called an "integral method" and has been formed as a crucial point of reference for rural studies in Poland (not only in Krakow and at the Jagiellonian University). . The second one has been developed as a kind of historical-sociological study focused on the history of family farming in the United States 11 . In the last case, the author claims that the family farm might be perceived as one of the most important icons in the American history, while its development might be treated as a kind of struggle of the American tradition against the forces of industrialisation and globalisation shaping the conditions of the American economy and society.
Major changes in Poland after 1989 have brought some new themes and issues elaborated by rural sociologists at the Jagiellonian University. The first one was prepared by Zygmunt Seręga in his analysis of the conditions shaping some ways of local rural development. Basing on the mostly qualitative research in several mountain area communities in southern Poland, the author claimed the vital role of local institutions and local elites in the processes under his considerations. Such a study was continued about twenty years later by Piotr Nowak in his analysis of local development, stressing the roles of local elites as well as EU projects.
The consideration of Polish peasants (farmers) as an important social category became a topic of three consecutive studies conducted by Krzysztof Gorlach in the years 1994, 1999, 2007 12 . The main analysis in these publications cover some fundamental changes occurring in rural Poland under the processes of post-communist transformation, including the issues of economic and cultural capital of investigated farms, the types of identities observed among farm operators, the types of class consciousness in the farming community and ways of defending farmers` interests.
This research had the character of a panel study enabling to follow the trajectories of farms between 1994 and 2007, i.e. in the key period of Poland`s preparing and entering the European Union. Additional aspects of the analysis of these processes have been developed by Lucjan Kocik in his book about traumatic experiences and Eurosceptical tendencies observed among rural population in Poland in the process of major economic and social changes Another important characteristic of scientific activities undertaken by rural sociologists at the Jagiellonian University might be the so-called political sociology of agriculture. It has focused especially on farmers` protests in Poland, treating them as a way of defending their interests while, at the same time, as a way of constructing new regime in the areas of agricultural and rural policies.
Krzysztof Gorlach and later Grzegorz Foryś have conducted some research focused on protests of Polish farmers after 1989 trying to follow this particular issue. The results of this type of analysis have been presented in different social and cultural as well as political contexts. First of all, they have been presented as a separate analysis of farmers` protests in Poland due to existing theoretical framework of social protests and social movements 15 . Secondly, they have been analysed as a part of a more international discourse concerning the issues of democratisation in formerly authoritarian regimes observed in Latin America, South Africa as well as . Rural sociologists at the Jagiellonian University have also been involved in various international projects. In starting to present this issue, we should mention the CORASON project as part of European Union 6 th Frame Programme focused on the role of types of knowledge in the processes of rural development. This initiative was undertaken in the years [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] and resulted in several publications both in English and Polish concerning food regional products, natural resource management and the role of various types of knowledge in rural development, etc 17 . Moreover, this type of research has been extended to the multidimensional analysis of important roles of regional food products in the context of rural development
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. The issue of agri-tourism has been perceived as an alternative type of economic activities performed by farmers and other inhabitants in rural areas. It has been an object of extensive research conducted by Grzegorz Foryś. The main message of this research has been focused on the emergence of a peculiar social movement in rural areas focused on agritourist offers and activities
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. 16 Moreover, it should be stressed that the issues of natural environment and its role in the processes of rural change in Poland have had a significant tradition among rural sociologists at the Jagiellonian University. In this context, one might mention the work by Lucjan Kocik focused, on the one side, on some relations between farms and society as well as their relations with nature on the other 20 . Following this pattern of scientific activity, the team of rural sociologists at the Jagiellonian University has been involved in the recent international research project under the HORIZON2020 EU program. The project under the SUFISA acronym has focused on the analysis of sustainable financing for sustainable agriculture and fisheries. Major research interest has been focused on the conditions, strategies and performances of farmers in different sectors and various countries. The completion of the project has been planned in April 2019. The project gathers thirteen academic institutions from eleven countries (Belgium, UK, Italy, France, Portugal, Greece, Latvia, Germany, Serbia, Denmark and Poland).
More recently, a major project concerning key changes in farming community in Poland has started with the support of National Science Center under the MAESTRO program. The project headed by Krzysztof Gorlach started in April 2016 and had been planned for 5 years. The title of the whole project is: "Think Locally Act Globally: Polish Farmers in the Era of Globalisation and Resilience" (UMO-2015/18/A/HS6/00114, el. PSP K/ PBN/000032). The main idea of the project has been based on the reversion of the famous and well-known statement "Think Globally, Act Locally". We argue that farmers construct their business strategies by thinking about local conditions and the contexts of farming to act beyond the local to mobilise various resources to achieve success in their businesses.
The idea of the project is to analyse these strategies and their diversification across the whole country in various regions and sub-regions using multi-level analysis applied to a huge national sample containing at least 3000 units (farms). Moreover, some qualitative analysis is to be conducted based on in-depth interviews with some selected respondents (farmers and 20 Kocik, Lucjan 2000 Między przyrodą, zagrodą i społeczeństwem. Społeczno-kulturowe problemy ekologii wsi i rolnictwa (Between Nature, Farm and Society. Sociocultural problems of rural and agricultural ecology), Kraków: Wydawnictwo Uniwersytetu Jagiellońskiego representatives of agricultural chambers) concerning the issues of life style, class identity, food safety and security, using information technologies as well as exploring ways of defending farmers` group interests.
The research team headed by Krzysztof Gorlach contains a few other members, namely: Dr. Zbigniew Drąg (hired as a database manager), Martyna Wierzba-Kubat, M.A. (hired as a research assistant, working in collaboration with Piotr Nowak) who is responsible for analysis of food safety and security and information technologies issues and Dr. Adam Mielczarek (hired as a post-doc) who is responsible for analysis of class and life style issues. Moreover, the research team has been supported by two foreign experts called "external theorising evaluators"; namely, Jan Douwe van der Ploeg (Wageningen University, the Netherlands) and Patrick H. Mooney (University of Kentucky, Lexington, USA).
